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AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL REJECTION 



Sir: 



In response to the Final Rejection, dated December 03, 2003, having a period of 
response set to expire March 3, 2004, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the 
application in view of the remarks below. 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which beginson page 2 of this 
paper. 



Remarks begin on page 4 of this paper. 
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Claims 1 , 2 and 7-17 are rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph as being 
indefinite for reciting "stringent conditions" or "highly stringent conditions" which the Examiner 
contends are not described in the specification in such a way as to define these terms. The 
Examiner alieges the specification does not describe the full breads of what is encompassed by 
these terms and although the specification provides one algorithm for determining "highly 
stringenf conditions, it does not provide any other algorithm that may be used or how to 
determine "stringenf conditions. 

Applicants have herein amended claims 1,7, and 16 to eliminate recitation of "highty 
stringenf or "stringenf conditions. Applicants submit that as amended herewith, the Claim 1,7, 
16 and the claims dependent thereon comply with 35 USC 112, second paragraph, and 
respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregging, Applicants have amended the claims to place the application in 
condition for Allowance. Applicants respectfully request that a timely Notice of Allowance be 
issued in this case. 

If there are any fees due in connection with this communication, including any fees for a 
required extension of time, such an extension b requested and the Commissioner is authorized 
to charge the fees to Deposit Account No. 1 9-Q134 in the name of Novartis. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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